Updated Class Information:

High Performance: This class is open to any decked kayak with an overall length less than 9’0”.  No restrictions are placed on the craft with regard to deck or hull design, fin placement, or construction materials.  Scoring is based on surfing maneuvers giving weight to explosive, high risk maneuvers, analogous to a short board surfboarding competition.  Classes will be broken down into Men’s, Women’s, Juniors, and Masters.  Juniors and Masters are unisex classes.
High Performance class will be judged based on modified ESA rules.  

International: This class is open to International style kayaks with a length of at least 3 m or longer as measured in a horizontal plane.   
Hull design - at least 60 cm wide at its widest point, no restrictions on rocker. No fins allowed. The hull will consist totally of convex radii in the cross section. The radii may vary over the entire length of the hull. There are no additional restrictions on deck design, hull radii or seat location. Flat spins and back surfing are not to be rewarded in the International Class.  International class will be judged based on modified ESA rules.
K-1:  This class is open to any kayak specifically designed by the manufacturer for intended use as a “whitewater” style kayak.  Specific craft will be subject to approval by the ESKA in the case of a discrepancy over intended use.  Fins ARE allowed.  This class is intended to be a trick based class and will be judged based on the “Nationals” K-1 scoring system, utilizing the “Nationals” system score sheets.  This class will be judged by competitors or qualified volunteer judges.    


Judging Updates:
The ESA “Lowest Score Wins” scoring system will be utilized in all HP and IC class events.  This system ranks competitors in a heat by 1st-4th status, with the competitor who has the most 1st place scores (and thus the lowest overall score) from all judges wins the heat.

Competitor Rules Update:
Any competitor who does not compete in a heat in which they are entered will receive NO POINTS for that class at that event.

Interference Update:

Wave right-of-way
Briefly, good surfing etiquette means that the surfer closest to the peak has the right of way. Do not try and take off in front of a surfer already riding the wave and coming toward you. The competitor closest to the curl has possession upon catching a wave and completing a maneuver. Two competitors may go in opposite directions on the same peak as long as they don't cross paths of hinder one another. If two competitors at opposite ends of the contest area catch the same wave and ride toward each other, both gain wave but neither have right-of-way. When approaching each other on the same wave, one or both competitors must exit the wave before getting close enough to risk a collision.  

Judges will call interferences individually on their score sheets.  These interference calls will be counted on their individual score sheets.  The penalty for an interference call is to drop the competitor’s top wave, and only count the competitor on their two next highest waves.  

There will be NO PROTESTS allowed.





ESKA Sanctioning Criteria Checklist:

Before event - 

Notify the ESKA at least 2 months in advance of proposed event date.  Discuss ESKA criteria with the ESKA Events Liaison at this time.

Secure Qualified Surf Judges at least 1 month before event date.  Present these judges to the ESKA Events Liaison for approval.

During event -

Use the R2-D2 horn timing system for all heats to maintain accuracy.  The R2-D2 is available from the ESKA.

Use the ESKA seeding method to seed heats properly.  In the event that the contest’s entrants change on the day of the event, seeding MUST be reworked to reflect this. 

Use clearly defined colored jerseys for competitors.  These are also available from the ESKA.

Adhere to all required scoring systems and class specifications for respective event classes.  

Properly calculate scores and heat results.

Use qualified surf judges for the High Performance and International classes.

Discuss any questionable issues with present ESKA Committee members.

After event - 

Detailed event results from ALL heats must be turned in to the ESKA Secretary no more than 3 days from the end of the event.  This ensures proper seeding and rankings for the next event. 


If any of these criteria are not met, each class from an event may be brought before the ESKA Committee for discussion on an individual basis.

